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                                   SIDELINE ETIQUETTE                                  
 

“Let the coaches coach and let the kids play!” 

To ensure that everyone has a great experience, PYSL asks that you please keep 
the following in mind when attending your child's game. 

 

Avoid ‘coaching’ from the sideline while watching your child’s game 
One of the biggest challenges in youth sports is the temptation for parents to coach from the sidelines. While 
your intentions are good, hearing instructions from both a parent and a coach can be confusing for young 
players. Please cheer enthusiastically and encourage all players—but leave the coaching to the coaches. 

 
Respect the referee 
Many of PYSL's referees are young officials who are still learning the game. Recruiting and retaining referees is 
increasingly difficult, and criticism from spectators and coaches only makes that challenge greater. PYSL has a 
zero tolerance policy regarding referee abuse including dissent regarding perceived missed calls or mistakes.  
Comments such as “C’mon ref!”; “Call it both ways!”; and “That wasn’t off-sides!!” are all examples of 
inappropriate sideline conduct which could result in a spectator being asked to leave. 

 
Focus on experience, not the score 
Winning is exciting, but youth soccer is about much more than the final score. Recreational soccer is about 
learning teamwork and sportsmanship, player development and most of all- having fun. Learning how to 
handle both victories and defeats is an important part of that experience. Long after the scores are forgotten, 
all your child will remember is the fun they had. 
 

Remain respectful of opposing fans 
We are all members of the same Petaluma community. Please treat opposing players, coaches, and spectators 
with respect. If you believe another spectator's behavior is inappropriate, notify your coach rather than 
confronting them yourself. Coaches can work together to address concerns in a respectful manner. Your 
behavior sets an example for every child at the field. 

 
Follow the 24-hour rule with coach complaints 
If you disagree with a coaching decision—such as playing time or positioning—please avoid discussing it 
immediately after the game. Emotions often run high, and waiting until the next day allows everyone time to 
reflect. Remember that every PYSL coach is a volunteer who gives their time to help our players. If you still 
have concerns after speaking with the coach, and the issue remains unresolved, please contact 
PYSLHelp@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you for helping us create a fun, respectful and positive environment for 
our kids to play and fall in love with the Beautiful Game. 
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